
Retaking Indigenous lands in 
Amazonia

The Sataré-Mawé struggle to reclaim ancestral 
territory on the River Mariaquã
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1. Ancestral territories inhabited after colonial 
era migration

2. Invaded by resource grabbers
3. Abundance of food (i.e fish, game) and 

forest products (e.g. palm for thatch)
4. Political division between Sateré aligned 

with Para (Aveiro m.) and Amazonas 
(Barreirinha m.)

Why are the Sataré 
re-occupying the 
Mariaquã river?



Resex
Tapajós-
Arapiuns



Campo Branco First Sataré reoccupation 
village on the Mariaquã



River Mariaquã from 
Campo Branco

Ancestral Sataré territory 
invaded by resource grabbers 
- abundant land, wood, fish 
and turtles 
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Infront of the Sataré 
forest camp

They walked for several 
days through the forest 
from Andirá-Marau TI



Across the river from 
Nova Fortaleza

New settlements take 
names of their founders 
from Andirá-Marau
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Fortaleza in TI Andirá-Marau

Village divided between 
those aligned with Aveiro 
and those with Barrerinha: 
two schools, two chiefs



Vila Nova in TI Andirá-Marau

All of the Sataré 
reoccupying the 
Mariaquã are politically 
aligned with Aveiro….  



Further reading/viewing on the 
Sataré retaking ancestral land

The Vaccine (2022) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sVe5QczSzU
• Film awarded Honourable Mention by judges at the 3rd 

Ethnographic film Festival of Para in Belem, Brazil. 
• being screened by the Hemispheric Institute’s Indigenous 

Cinema ’22—Images to Postpone the End of the World 
Series November 11 – December 12, 2022 
https://hemisphericinstitute.org/en/events/indigenous-
cinema-22.html

Research Grant CONFAP (CNPq-UK Academies) 2018 w/ 
Mauricio Torres at Federal University of Western Para, Brazil

https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/the-satere-mawe-move-
to-reclaim-amazon-ancestral-lands-from-invaders/
https://newint.org/features/2019/04/09/long-read-bullet-ants-
and-stolen-land
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/indigenous-and-riverine-
communities-unite-to-fight-amazon-invaders/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sVe5QczSzU
https://hemisphericinstitute.org/en/events/indigenous-cinema-22.html
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/the-satere-mawe-move-to-reclaim-amazon-ancestral-lands-from-invaders/
https://newint.org/features/2019/04/09/long-read-bullet-ants-and-stolen-land
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/indigenous-and-riverine-communities-unite-to-fight-amazon-invaders/
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